The weary fun hath made a golden fet. 

And, by the bright track of his firy car, 

\jives fignal of a goodly day to-morrow. Shakejb. R. III. 
ocarce the dawning day began to fpring, 
at fignal giv’n, the ftreets with clamours ring. Drvden. 


As at 2. fignal giv’n, the ftreets with'clamours ring. Dryden. 

bl markable^' French ‘J Eminent j memorable; re- 

Hc was cftcemcd more by the parliament, for the/Wafts 
° f ^ r t Uel ^ u COmm J tted u P° n tlle Irifh. Clarendon. 

1 he 1 hames frozen twice in one year, fo as men to walk 
on it, is a very fignal accident. Swift. 

Sign Ali Ty. [from fignal.] Quality of fomething re¬ 

markable or memorable. 

Of the ways whereby they enquired and determined its fig- 
^ 1W3S na * ura ^’ ar 'f>ng from phyfical caufes. Brown. 

t feems a fignal. ty in providence, in erefting your focietv in 
Inch a junfture of dangerous humours. Glanv. See f Pref 

To Signalize, -j. a. [fgnaler, French.] To make eminent; 
to make remarkable. 

Many, who have endeavoured to fgnalize themfclvcs by 
works of this nature, plainly difeover that they are not ac¬ 
quainted with the moll common fyftems of arts and fciences. 

Addifon's Spectator. 

Some one eminent fpirit, having fgna/ized his valour and 
fortune in defence of his country, or by the prafticc of popu¬ 
lar arts at home, becomes to have great influence on the 
people. Swift. 

Signally, adv. [from fignalf\ Eminently; remarkably; 

memorably. 

1 erfons fgnally and eminently obliged, yet miffing of the 
utmoft of their greedy defigns in fwallowing both gifts and 
giverXoo, inftead of thanks for received kindnefTes, have be¬ 
took themfelves to barbarous threatnings. South's Sermons. 

Signa tion. n.f [from figno, Latin.] Sign given; aft of 
betokening. 

A horfefhoe Baptifta Porta hath thought too low a figna- 
tion, he raifed unto a lunary reprefentation. Brown. 

SIGNATURE. n - f [fignature, Fr. fignatura, from fgno, Lat.J 

1. A fign or mark imprefled upon anything; a {lamp; a mark. 

T he brain being well furnifhed with various traces, fgna¬ 
tures, and images, will have a rich treafure always ready to 
be offered to the foul. Watts. 

1 hat natural and indelible_/fj«i7/«>-e of God, which human 
fduls, in their firft origin, are fuppofed to be ftampt with, 
we have no need of in difputes againfl atheifm. Bentley. 

Vulgar parents cannot ftamp their race 
With fgnatures of fuch majeftick grace. Pope's Odyffcy. 

2. A mark upon any matter, particularly upon plants, by which 
their nature or medicinal ufe is pointed out. 

All bodies work by the communication of their nature, or 
by the impreffion and fgnatures of their motions: the diffufion 
of fpecies vifible, feemeth to participate more of the former, 
and the fpecies audible of the latter. Bacon's Nat. Hi/lory. 

Some plants bear a very evident Jignaturt of their nature 
and ufe. More againfi Atheifm. 

Seek out for plants, and fgnatures, 

To quack of univerfal cures. Hudibras, 

Herbs are deferibed by marks and fgnatures , fo far as to 
diftinguifh them from one another. Baker on Learning. 

3. Proof; evidence. 

The mod defpicable pieces of decayed nature are curioufly 
wrought with eminent fgnatures of divine wifdom. Glanv. 

Some rely on certain marks and fgnatures of their eleftion, 
and others on their belonging to fomc particular church or 
fvft Rogers's Sermons. 

4. [Among printers.] Some letter or figure to diftinguifh dif¬ 
ferent fheets. 

Si'gnaturist. n.f. [from fignature.] One who holds the 
doftrine of fignatures. 

Signaturifs feldom omit what the ancients delivered, draw¬ 
ing qnto inference received diftinftions. Brown. 

Si'gnet. n.f. [ fgnette , French.] A feal commonly ufed for 
the feal-manual of a king. 

I’ve been bold. 

For that I knew it the mod gen’ral way, 

To them to ufe your fgnet and your name. Shakef. Pinion. 
Here is the hand and feal of the duke: you know the cha¬ 
racter, I doubt not, and th c fgnet. Shakefp. Meaf for Meaf. 
Give thy fgnet, bracelets, and ftaff. Gen. xxxviii. 1S. 
He delivered him his private fgnet. Knolles. 

He knew my pleafurc to difeharge his bands: 

Proof of my life my royal fgnet made, 

\ et ftill he arm’d. Dryden’s Attrengzebe• 

The impreffion of a fgnet ring. Aytijfe's Parergtn. 

Signi'ficancy. \ n 'f’ [h° m fg”i/y-] 

1. Power of fignifying; meaning. 

Speaking is a fenfible expreffion of the notions of the mind 
by diferiminations of utterance of voice, ufed as figns, having 
by confent feveral determinate fignificancies. Holder. 

If he declares he intends it for the honour of another, he 
takes away by his words the fignificance of his aftion. Stillingf. 


2. Force ; energy ; power of impreffing the mind. 

The clearncfs of conception and expreffion, the boldnrf 

maintained to majefty, the fgiuficancy and found of word 3 
not drained into bombaft, muft efcape our tranfient view ur ** 
the theatre. .. P° n 

As far as this duty will admit of privacy, our SaviouHuth 
enjoined it in terms of particular fgnifieancy and force. Atterl 
I have been admiring the wonderful fnifeaney of that word 
perfection, and what various interpretations it h’th a 

T ired ' r “W 

3. Importance; moment; confequence. J 

How fatal would fuch a diftinftion have proved in former 
reigns, when many a circumftance of lefs fignif coney has been 
conflrued into an overt aft of high treafou? 

SIGNIFICANT, adj .[ fignifart , Fr. fignif cam, Latin.] ‘ 

1. Expreffivc of fomething beyond the external mark. 

Since you are tongue-ty’d, and fo loth to fpeak. 

In dumb fgnificants proclaim your thoughts. Shakef. H. VI 

2. Betokening; {landing as a fign of fomething. 

It was well faid of Plotinus, that the ftars were frni&wt 
but not efficient. J&S 

3. txpreffive or reprefentative in an eminent degree; forcible to 
imprefs the intended meaning. 

Whereas it may be objected, that to add to religious duties 
fuch rites and ceremonies as ate fgnif cant, is to inditute new 
facraments. Hooker. 

Common life is full of this kind of f nfuant expreflions, 
by knocking, beckoning, frowning, and pointing; and dumb 
perfons are fagacious in the ufe of them. holder on Speech. 

Tin Romans joined both devices, to make the emblem the 
more fignif cant ; as, indeed, they could not too much extol the 
learning and military virtues of this emperor. Addifon. 

4. Important; momentous. A low word. 

Signi'fican tly. adu. [from fgnifeam ] With force of ex¬ 
preffion. 

Chriftianity is known in Scripture by no name fo ftgnif- 
cautly as by the fimplicily of the Gofpel. South's Semins. 

Signification, n. f. [fgnifcation, French; fignifcatio, Latin; 
from fgnify ] 

1. The aft of making known by figns. 

A lye is properly a fpecies of injuftice, and a violation of 
the right of that perfon to whom the falfc fpeech is directed; 
for all fpealsing, or fgnifieation of one’s mind, implies an act 
or addrefs of one man to another. South. 

2 . Meaning expreffed by a fign or word. . 

An adjeftive required) another word to be joined with him, 
to fhew his fgnifieation. Accidence. 

Brute animals make divers motions to have Cevcn\figtnfica¬ 
tions, to call, warn, cherifh, and threaten. Holder. 

Significative, adj. [fgnficatf, Fr. from fgnify.] 

1. Betokening by an external fign. 

The holy fymbols or figns are not barely fgnifeative, but 
what by divine inftitution they reprefent and tefiify unto our 
fouls, is truly and certainly delivered unto us. BrereutoiL 

2. Forcible; ftronglyexpreffivc. 

Neither in the degrees of kindred they were deffitutc of 
fgnifeative words; for whom we call grandfather, they called 
ealdfader; whom we call great-grandfather, they called thirda- 
fader. Camden's Remains. 

Sicm'ficatory. n.f. [from fgnify .] That which fignifics 
or betokens. 

Here is a double fignficatory of the fpirit, a word and a 
fign. Taper. 

To SI'GNIFY. v a. \fgnifer, French; fgnifco, Latin.] 

1. To declare by fome token or fign. 

7 ’hc maid from that ill omen turn'd her eyes, 

Nor knew what fgnify d the boding fign. 

But found the pow’rs difpleas’d. Drjden< 

Thofc parts of nature, into which the chaos was divid'd, 
they fguified by dark and obfeure names; as the night, Lir- 
tarus, and ocean us. Burnet’s Theory of the Earth. 

2 . To mean ; to exprefs. 

Life’s but a walking fhadow; a poor player, 

That ftruts and frets his hour upon the ftage, 

And then is heard no more! It is a talc. 

Told by an ideot, full of found and fury. 

Signifying nothing! Shakefpeare's Mathttu. 

Stcphano, fgnify 

Within the houfe your miftrefs is at hand. Sbaltfpeere. 

3. To import; to weigh. This is feldom uled but interroga 
tively, what fgnif es ? or with much, little, or nothing . 

Though he that fins frequently, and repents frequent)» 
gives reafon to believe his repentances before God 
nothing ; yet that is nothing to us. 

Wlxst fignif e- the fplcndor of courts, confidcring the iuvi^ 
attendances that go along with it ? 

He hath one way more, which although it fgnify 
men of fober reafon, yet unhappily hits the fufpitious huniou 
of men, that governors have a delign to impofe. "si y ‘ 
If the firfl of thefe fail, the power of Adam, were it ncv 
fo great, will fgnify nothing to the prefent focieties in 
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ffa) a t fgnif es the people’s confent in making and repealing 
laws, if the pdrfdn who adminifters hath no tie. Swift. 

1 To make known. 

I'll to the king, and fgnify to him, 

That thus I have refign’d to you my charge. Shake]. K. .III. 
He fent and fgnif ed it by his angd unto John. Rev. 1. 1. 
The government fhould fgnify to the proteftants of Ireland, 
that want of filvcr is not to be remedied. Swift. 

To Si'gnify. v. n. To exprefs meaning with force. 

If the words be but comely and fignifying, and the fenfe 
gentle, there is juice; but where that wanteth, the language is 
2 )in Ben. Johnfon. 

Si’cniory. n.f [ feignorsa, Italian.J Lordlhip ; dominion. 

If ancient forrow be moft reverent. 

Give mine the benefit of figniory. 

And let my griefs frown on the upper hand. Shakef. R. III. 
At that time 

Through all the fgniories it was the firft. 

And Profpcro the prime duke. Shakefp. Tempefi. 

The carls, their titles and their fgniories 
They muft rcflore again. Daniels Civil War. 

My brave progenitors, by valour, zeal. 

Gain’d thofc high honours, princely fgniories, 

And proud prerogatives. Wef. 

Si'gnpost .n.f [fign and pofi.] That upon which a fign hangs. 
He Ihould lliarc with them in the preferving 
A filed or fignpofi. Ben. Johnfon’s Catiline. 

This noble invention of our author’s hath been copied by fo 
many fignpofi dawbers, that now ’tis grown fulfome, rather 
by their want of {kill than by the commonncfs. Dryden. 
Si'k,er. adv. The old word for jure, or furely. Spenfer. 
Si'kerness. n.f. [from filer.] Surencfs; fafety. 

Si'lence. n.f. [filence, French ; filentium, Latin.] 

1. Theftatcof holding peace. 

Unto me men gave ear, and waited and kept filence at my 
counfel. Job xxix. 21. 

I fuffer not a woman to teach, nor to ufurp authority over 
the man, but to be in filence. 1 Tim. ii. 12. 

Firft to himfelf he inward filence broke. Milton. 

2. Habitual taciturnity; not loquacity. 

I think the heft'grace of wit will fhortly turn into filence, 
And difeourfe grow commendable in none but parrots. Shak. 

3. Secrecy. 

4. Stilnefs; not noife. 

Here all their rage, and ev’n their, murmurs ceafe. 

And facred filence reigns, and univerfal peace. Pope. 

5. Not mention. 

Thus fame {hall be atchiev’d. 

And what-moft merits fame in filence hid. Milton. 

Si lence, interj. An authoritative reftraint of fpeech. 

Sir, have pity ; I’ll be his furcty.— 

— Silence: one word more 

Shall make me chide thee, if not hate thee. Shakefptare. 
To Si'lence. v.a. [from the noumj To ftill; to oblige to 
hold peace. 

We muft fuggeft the people, that to’s pow’r 
He wou’d have made them mu\cs,Jilenc'<k their pleaders, and 
Difpropertied their freedoms. Shakefpeare.' 

The ambaffiador is flenc’d. Shakefpeare's Hen. VIII. 

Silence that dreadful bell; it frights the ifle 
From her propriety. Shakefpeare's Othello. 

1 his paffed as an oracle, and fenced thofe that moved 
the queftion. Bacon's Hen. VII. 

Thus could not the mouths of worthy martyrs be fslenced, 
who being expofed unto wolves, gave loud expreflions of their 
with, and were heard as high as heaven. Brown's Vulgar Err. 

I his would filence all further oppofition. Clarendon. 

Since in dark forrow I my days did fpend, 

Icould not filence my complaints. Denham. 

Thefe dying lovers, and their floating fons, 

Sufpcnd the fight and filence all our guns. Waller. 

Had they duly confidercd the extent of infinite knowledge 
and power, ihefe would have fenced their fcruples, and they 
had adored the amazing myftery. Rogers's Sermons. 

it it p leafe him altogether to fence me, fo that I (hall not 
only fpeak with difficulty, but wholly be difabled to open my 
mouth, to any articulate utterance ; yet I hope he will give 
me grace, even in my thoughts, to praife him. Wake. 

c tliund rcr fpoke, nor durft the queen reply ; 

Si'lfnt CV Tv J?, 0rror / / ? nf ’ d 311 the fry- Pope's Iliad. 

1 L Jf T ' a fi- [ fens, Latin.] 

1- Not fpcaking; mute. 

fon I 2n*l* Cry " thC d3y timC ’ 3nd in ‘ h f ni S h ‘. f «- 
■A.,. ’ , . , lJalms xxn. 2. 

Silent, and in face 

onfounded long they fat as ftrickcn mute. Milton 

thofc that "grTd ^ ^* th ° U ^ ^ 1 beCOnie 

2- Not ulkatil Vr thC Plt - P f atms x *'iii. 1. 

in n- at ve • llot l°q u acious. 

men y h 'I* adds , hc ’ was thc moft eloquent and moft fihnt of 
as a word conccal’d 3 ^ fp ° kCn nCVCf W ^ ght f ° mu " h S ood 

COnCCat Mtes on the (Jdyjjey. 
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Still; having no noife. 

Deep night, dark night, the filent of thc night, 

The time of night when Troy was fet on fire. 

The time when fcrccch-owls cry, and ban-dogs howl. Shale. 

Now is thc pleafant time. 

The cool, the filent, fa ve where filence yields 
To the night-warbling bird. Milted. 

Wanting efficacy. I think an Hcbraifm. 

Second and inllrumental caufes, together with nature itfelf, 
without that operative faculty which God gave them, would 
become filent, virtuelefs and dead. Raleigh's Hifiory. 

Thc fun to me is dark, 

And filent as the moon. 

When Ihe deferts the night, 

Hid in her vacant interlunar cave. Milton. 


Alilton. 


5. Not mentioning. 

This new created world, -whereof in hell 
Fame is not filent. 

Si'lently. adv. [from filent .] 

1. Without fpeech. 

When with one three nations join to fight, 

They fently confefs that one more brave. Dryden. 

For me they beg, each flently 
Demands thy grace, and feems to watch thy eye. Dryden. 

2 . Without noife. 

You to a certain viftory are led ; 

Your men all arm’d ftand flently within, Dryden. 

3. Without mention. 

The difficulties remain ftill, till he can {how who is meant 
by right heir, in all thofe cafes where the prefent pofleflbr hath 
no fon: this he flently pafTes over. Locke. 

Sili'cious. adj. [from cilieiurn.] It Ihould be therefore written 
cilicious. Made of hair. 

The fiHeims and hairy vefts of the ftrifteft orders of friars, 
derive their inflitution from St. John and Elias. Broun. 

SilIculose. aelj. [fliesda, Latin.] Hufky; full of hulks. Diet. 
Sili'gjni se. adj. [ Jiliginfus, Latin.] Made of fine wheat. Did}. 
S I'LIfUA. n. f. [Latin ] 

1. [W ith go! j finers.J A carat of which fix make a fcruplc. 

2. [Stlique, French, with botanifts.J The feed-veflel, hulk, cod, 

or (hell of fuch plants as are of the pulfe kind. Dift. 

SijLiQUosE. I adj. [from filiqua, Latin.] Having a pod, or 
Si'Liquous. i capfula. 

All the tetrapctalous filiqufic plants arc alkalefcent. Arbuth. 
Silk. n. f. [j-eolc, Saxon.] 

1. I he thread of the worm that turns afterwards to a butterflv. 

. The worms were hallow’d that did breed thc flk ; 

And it was dy’d in m immy, which the fkilful 
Confcrv’d of maiden’s hearts. Shakefpeare's Othello. 

2. Thc fluff made of the worms thread. 

Let not the creaking of Ihocs, or ruftling of fib betray 
thy poor heart to woman. Shakefpeare. 

He cauled the Ihore to be covered with Pcrfian flk for 

h ' m « r - r u ad Up ° n ’ Knolles. 

Without the worm, in Pcrfian filks weftline. Waller. 
Si'lken. adj. [from flk .] 

1. Made of flk. 

Men coiinfel and give comfort to that grief 
Which they themfelves not fed ; but talking it. 

Their counfcl turns to paffion, which before 
Would give preceptial medicine to rage; 

F'ctter ftrong madnefs in a /liken thread ; 

Charm ach with air, and agony with words. Shakefpeare. 
Now, will we revel it 

W \thfilken i coats, and caps, and golden rings. Shakefpeare. 

She weeps, J 

And words addrefs’d feem tears diffolv’d. 

Wetting the borders of her filken veil. Milton. 

2. Soft; tender. 

bu | 1 ,. man y a Hdy fair, in court full oft 
Beholding them, him fecretly envide, 

And wifht that two fuch fans, fo filken foft. 

And golden fair, her love would her provide. Spenfer 
All the youth of England are on fire. 

And fdlen dalliance in the wardrobe lies. Shakefp. Hen. V. 

or then the hills with pleafing (hades arc crown’d. 

And fleeps are Tweeter on thc filken ground. Dryden. 

IJrefs up virtue in all the beauties of oratory, and you will 
n the wild paffions of men too violent to be reftrained by 

3. bfcRdk Utk. WW ‘ 1 "* r,v - °f ,h ‘ Mi *t- 

Shall a beardlefs boy, 

A cocker’d, filken wanton, brave our fields 
And flelh his fpirit in a warlike foil. 

Mocking the air with colours idly fpread. 

And find no check ? 01 , , v . ~ . 

One whofe trade i, 

1 rue Kngltfh hate your monfieurs paltrv arts • 

For you are in h J t 

The Chinele a™ ingeniousyaLr^,. 

“*■ Si’lkworm. 

























































































































































